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Program

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Partita II in D minor, BWV 1004 (written between 1717 and 1720)

Allemanda
Corrente
Sarabanda
Giga
Ciaccona

 Intermission    

Remarks by Edson Scheid

Nicolò Paganini (1782-1840)
From 24 Caprices, Op. 1, MS 25 (written between 1802 and 1817)

No. 1 in E Major: Andante
No. 2 in B minor: Moderato
No. 13 in B flat major: Allegro
No. 14 in E flat Major: Moderato
No. 5 in A minor: Agitato 
No. 11 in C Major: Andante - Presto
No. 24 in A minor: Tema con variazioni - Quasi Presto



Edson Scheid, period violin

 

Mauscript of Bach's Chaconna from the 2nd Violin Partita



 

About  Edson Scheid
Edson Scheid has been praised for his “polished playing” (The Strad), and for being a "virtuoso violinist" (The 
Boston Globe). His performance of Strauss’s song Morgen at Carnegie Hall alongside Joyce DiDonato and Il 
Pomo d'Oro was described as follows: “The concertmaster, Edson Scheid, proved a worthy foil as violin 
soloist” (The New York Times).
 
A native of Brazil, Edson Scheid is based in New York City, where he plays with some of the city’s leading 
ensembles, including the Trinity Baroque Orchestra, Orchestra of St. Luke's, American Classical Orchestra, 
Musica Sacra New York, The Clarion Orchestra and New York Classical Players. He frequently performs 
throughout the United States, on both modern and period instruments, and in Europe, Asia, North and South 
America with such ensembles as Il Pomo d’Oro and Les Arts Florissants.

As concertmaster, Edson Scheid has led performances with Seraphic Fire, Washington Bach Consort, Il Pomo 
d'oro, Music Sacra New York, Juilliard415, The Clarion Orchestra, and Teatro Nuovo, in venues such as 
Carnegie Hall, the Concertgebouw Amsterdam, the Elbphilharmonie Hamburg, the Cullen Theater at Wortham 
Theater Center in Houston, Sala São Paulo, Harris Hall in Chicago, the Rose Theater at Jazz at Lincoln Center, 
and Alice Tully Hall in Lincoln Center.
 
Edson Scheid’s many performances of Paganini’s 24 Caprices, on both period and modern violins, have been 
received with enthusiasm around the world. He has been featured live in-studio on In Tune from BBC Radio 3 
and his recording of the Caprices on the baroque violin for the Naxos label has been critically acclaimed: “Far 
from being mere virtuoso stunts, Scheid’s Caprices abound in the beauty and revolutionary spirit of these 
works...” (Fanfare Magazine).

 
His second solo album, “On Paganini’s Trail… H. W. Ernst and 
more”, has been released under the Centaur Label – the first 
recording ever of this repertoire on a period violin. New York 
Concert Review writes that "Mr. Scheid is a superb violinist and 
a musician who can handle the fiendish challenges of this 
repertoire while finding the music in it.", and Early Music 
America praises Edson Scheid for taking "his time through 
these works, letting them breathe without losing sight of 
execution or musicality..."

Edson Scheid has given masterclasses as a guest artist at the 
University of California Santa Barbara and at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He has led a program with 
students of the San Francisco Conservatory of Music and Joyce 

DiDonato, and offered a presentation on performing Paganini Caprices as part of the Benedetti Foundation's 
Baroque Virtual Sessions. Since 2020 Edson Scheid is member of the Il Pomo d'Oro Academy, offering 
masterclasses on period instruments.
 
Edson Scheid holds degrees from the Universität Mozarteum Salzburg, the Yale School of Music and The 
Juilliard School, where he was the recipient of a Kovner Fellowship. He is a two-time winner of the Historical 
Performance Concerto Competition at Juilliard, and a recipient of the Broadus Erle Prize at Yale.

© 2023 by Edson Scheid. 

At
the Sala São Paulo in Brazil, after a performance as

concertmaster with Il Pomo d'Oro and Joyce DiDonato.



Crescendo and its programming 

 
    Crescendo is a national-award-winning music performance organization. Now in it’s 20th season, Crescendo has presented concerts year-
round in northwestern Connecticut, the Berkshires, and the mid-Hudson Valley of New York. The organization is based at Trinity Church 
Lime Rock in Lakeville, CT.

    Founder and Artistic Director, Christine Gevert, is celebrated for her innovative approach to programming and performance. Crescendo’s 
audiences are often rewarded with programs of rarely-heard and newly discovered works. Often Ms. Gevert uses original manuscripts to 
make her own performing editions for chorus, soloists and orchestra because there are no existing published editions. Frequently our 
programs feature early and contemporary music works alongside each other, creating a contrast for the listener. Eight new works have 
been commissioned for our chorus and vocal ensemble. Crescendo has presented ten U.S. premieres.
 
    Crescendo’s innovative programming relies on a local base of dedicated and talented auditioned amateurs and professionals who make 
up the Crescendo Chorus and Crescendo Vocal Ensemble. Crescendo has its own Period Instrument Orchestra and Andean Ensemble, 
comprised of professionals from New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Washington DC and Hartford. These instrumentalists and the 
internationally recognized soloists who regularly collaborate with Crescendo bring the performances to a level comparable to the best 
ensembles in the country. Instrumental music ensembles and concerts with vocal soloists have been part of Crescendo’s programs since the
beginning. Some of the performers have been: Julianne Baird (Philadelphia) soprano, Nicholas Tamagna (Oldenburg, Germany), 
countertenor, Peter Sykes (Boston) and Władysław Kłosiewicz (Warsaw, Poland), harpsichord, Christopher Bellsucio (Boston), natural 
trumpet, Tricia van Oers, recorder, I Fagiolini Renaissance Vocal Ensemble (London, UK), L’Orchestre de Chambre Française (Paris, France), 
Lisa Rautenberk (North Haven), Edson Scheid (New York), and Peter Lekx (Montreal) baroque violin, Duo Alturas (Hartford) charango, viola 
and guitar, and Duo Les Inégales, traverso and harpsichord.

    We are strongly committed to educational outreach―to our own singers, our audiences and local students. Talented local high school 
singers and young musicians are coached by Ms. Gevert as part of our “Young Artist Program”, and often play a part in our performances. 
She and members of the chorus visit local schools to work with students.

    Artistic Director Christine Gevert is celebrated for her innovative approach to programming and performance: In 2014 Crescendo won the
prestigious Chorus America / ASCAP Alice Parker Award. Today’s programming reflects some of the diversity and scope of music that 
Crescendo is known for.



We gratefully acknowledge Crescendo’s Donors
If we have inadvertently failed to list your contribution (March 1, 2023 to March 1, 2024), please let us know.

 

LEADING SUSTAINERS over $5,000

Anonymous
Connecticut Humanities
State of Connecticut, Economic & Community 
Development Office of the Arts
Robert and Jane Keiter
Robin Magowan
Martha and Michael Nesbitt
Northwest Music Association
Buchanan Fund, a fund of the Northwest CT 
Community Foundation on behalf of Jean Vitalis
Joy and Graham Wyatt

BENEFACTORS $2,000–$4,999

Maureen and Frank Bateman
Donald Freedman and Susan Rothschild
Low Road Foundation
Judith and Raymond McGuire
Robert and Debra L. Palmer
Grace Schalkwyk Yowell and Ed Yowell

DIRECTORS $1,000–$1,999

Anonymous
Marian & David Beers
Brian Farrell
Sally Anne Haver
Susan Hooker
Jack and Beth Isler
Stephen and Belinda Kaye
Terence and Montie Meehan
John Myers
Salisbury Bank & Trust Company
Tom and Susanna Schindler
Dr. Kerala J. Snyder
Peter Turco and Rosemarie Verderame
Arete Warren

SUPPORTERS $500–$999

Anonymous
Mike Abram and Vivian Garfein
Elisabeth Enoch
M. E. Freeman
Keith Johnson
Harold Kuplesky & Sok Nam
Roger and Florence Liddell
Deborah Mark
Stewart C. Myers
Henry Putzel III and Anne Putzel
Roberta Roll
Paul and Maria Elena Rooney
Barry and Helena Schuman
Emily Soell
Gay Tucker



ADVOCATES $250–$499
Barry & Marilyn Anderson
Jim Barrett
Susan Crofut & Benjamin Luxon
Ellen Chinn Curtis
Kathy Drake & Stephen Potter
Christine Gevert & Gordon Gustafson
Matthew Kreta
Richard & Mary Lanier
Roxana Laughlin
Haig Nargesian
Margie O'Brien & Michael Chamberlin
Carol & Larry Rand
Catherine Scott & Jamie Resor
William Spalding
Gay Tucker
Rene Milo & Cynthia Walsh

SPONSORS $100–$249
Janet Andre Block
Stephen & Jana Bailey
Skip & Judy Barber
David & Nancy Bayersdorfer
Ward Belcher
Gaile L. Binzen
Amy Branch
Vance & Carrie Cannon
John & Anne Coffin
Nancy Cushing Evans
Edmund & Susan Dana
Paul De Angelis & Elisabeth Kaestner
Dan Dwyer & James Montanari
Emily Elliot
Kathleen Friend
Frank Garretson
Victor Germack & Lori Shephard
Lionel Goldfrank III & Dotty Smith
William & Stella Goulet
Marilyn Gross & Kim Hausner
Dana Guiliano
Arlene Hajinlian
Titi Halle & Peter Felske
John Hartje & Carol Camper
Peggy Hayes
Peggy & Dave Heck
John James & Katherine Ness
Martha Katz & Jason Peck
Catherine & Neal Konstantin
Jane Laning & Erik Payne Butler
Rosalind Leech
Linda & John Lloyd
Kathleen Metz
Gene Murrow & Anne Lowenthal
Janet Offensend
Eleanor Owens
Lauren Paul
Renata Podolec
Mary Priestman & Alan Turner

 
SPONSORS cont.
Anne Richardson & Howard Aller
John Robertson
Helen & Donald Ross
Paul & Phyllis Schlesinger
Peter Schuyten
Jules Seltzer
James & Jill Sheffield
Harriet Spencer & Martin Baltus
Delanne Stageman
Heidi Truax
Adrian van Zon
Mary & Thomas Verdi
Lawrence Walsh & Gael Doar
Henry Westmoreland & Charles Milligan
Serena Whitbridge
Michael Wise & Susan Pettee
Allen & Lindley Young

FRIENDS $5–$99
Anonymous
Elaine Abbott
AmazonSmile Foundation
Peter Andrighetti
Michael Auerbach
Gordon & Timi Bates
Elizabeth Beyer
Virginia & Earl Brecher
Marcia E. Brolli
Malcolm & Louise Brown
Gerard & Helen Bruder
Lawrence Burke
Mary Bush
Karen Byers & Lillie Mikesell
Jane & Mark Capecelatro
Joanne Carlisle
Theresa Cerezola
Traudi Chiaravalloti
Hope Childs
Catherine Clark
Nita Colgate
Lee & Barbara Collins
John Colpitts
Elizabeth Conn
Diane & Jay Crawford-Kelly
Crescendo Singers
Claudia D'Alessandro
Peter & Pamela D'Ambrosio
Franck-Alsid de Chambeau
Priscilla Ellsworth
Kevin & Celia Ferro
Frances FitzGerald
Susan Francisco
Gerald Freedman
Barry Friedberg
Matilda Giampietro
Ellen Birger, MD
Laury Gutierrez

FRIENDS cont.
Steven & Violet Hvasta
Barbara Janoff
Dennis Jasmine
Evelyn & John Kreta
Jack Levine
Kenneth Logan
Maria Mackavey
Barbara Maltby
Susan & Ronald Match
Lee McClelland
Robert McKeever
Jean Porter McMillen
Lynden Miller
Jean & Allen Miller
John Nelson
Kathryn Perkins
Gisela Piccolo
Donald Pickering & Marjory Slobetz
Thomas Powell
Tim Prentice
Sandra Roberts
Elliot Schwartz
Olga Schwede
Fr. David Sellery
Mona Staaf-Gunther
Elspeth Strang-Edery
Shereen Taylor-Berger
John Thier
Kirk Van Tassel
Libby & John Wade
Chany Wells
Laurie & Jan Werner
Amy Wynn & Eli Horowitz
Martha & Murray Zimiles

Tribute Gifts
In Honor of Martha Nesbitt

Terrence and Montie Meehan
🙣

As you contemplate your

LEGACY
please consider Crescendo.

When you leave us a portion of your estate,
you create a lasting legacy.  

Thank you!



 
Crescendo Board of Directors

Maureen S. Bateman, Lakeville, CT •  President
Henry (Pete) Putzel III, Sharon, CT •  Vice President
Grace Schalkwyk Yowell, Sharon, CT •  Treasurer
Brian Farrell, South Egremont, MA •  Secretary
Thomas Schindler, Lakeville, CT •  Communications

Kathy Drake, Millerton, NY
Sarah Melcher, Torrington, CT
Michael Nesbitt, Lakeville, CT
Ex-Officio Christine Gevert, Founding Artistic Director

Box Office and Data Management: Susan Francisco

Advisers to Crescendo’s Board
Gaile Binzen, Geoffrey Brown, John Cheney, Donald Freedman, Marilyn Gross, Catherine Hancock, Sally & Fred Harris, Sally Haver,

John Katz, Lisa Keller, Lynden Miller, Sarah Morrison, Martha Nesbitt, Randy Orzano, Stephen Potter, Roberta Roll, 
Dr. Kerala Snyder, Mary C. Sullivan, Mary Verdi, Susan Vreeland, Janet Walker, Larry Wallach, Trudy Weaver Miller, Allen Young

Special Support for this concert has been received from:
Trinity Episcopal Church in Lime Rock, CT–our home base, which generously hosts our rehearsals, meetings, workshops,
and our concerts. The Rev. Heidi Truax, Senior Warden Linda Lloyd.  trinitylimerock.org
Saint James Place in Great Barrington, MA—our concert venue. Fred and Sally Harris. saintjamesplace.net

Berkshire Edge, Berkshire Eagle, BerkshireStyle, Litchfield Magazine,  WMNR Classic Music Radio, 
Rural Intelligence, Chronogram, Berkshire Magazine, The Millbrook Independent, 

Berkshire Home & Style, Register Citizen, Republican-American, Elyse Harney,  The Register Citizen, 
The Tri-State Chamber of Commerce, The Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce,

Liana Toscanini-Nonprofit Center of the Berkshires, The Northwest Connecticut Arts Council

Event Management: Linda Lloyd • Box Office and Data Management: Susan Francisco
Stage Set Up: Gordon Gustafson • Greeters and Ushers: Members of Crescendo Chorus and Friends 

Hosts: Lisa & Rob Keller •  Program Editing and Design: Christine Gevert
Artwork and Images: Manuscript of Bach’s Chaconna… By Dmitrismirnov - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=69519278, Google Images (Public Domain, Creative Commons 3.0 and 4.0
Licenses) Photos: Stephen Potter •  Recording: Leszek Wojcik • Film: Charlette Media Productions

Find our concert recordings/videos on YouTube: subscribe to our channel CrescendoCTMANY

THANK YOU to our many volunteers who make our productions possible!
Without their help we could not present this program!

If you are interested in helping us to further Crescendo’s mission by joining our Board of Directors,
or one of Crescendo’s committees, or to volunteer, please write to: crescendo@crescendomusic.org



Upcoming Concerts 2023-24 
20th Anniversary Season

  

Early Baroque Oratorio Concerts
A Dramatic Early Baroque Oratorio and a Twelve-Voice Mass
Crescendo Vocal Ensemble, Pablo Bustos – Jephte, 
Christina Kay - Filia, Douglas Williams - Historicus
Period Instrument Ensemble, directed by Christine Gevert
March 23, 2024 at 4 pm Saint James Place, Great Barrington, MA
March 24, 2024 at 4 pm Trinity Church, Lakeville, CT

Choral Spring Concerts
Trial by Jury and “Is it Love, or is it Duty?” - favorite opera 
excerpts… (semi-staged performances)
Crescendo Chorus, with Rebecca Palmer, Stephen Quint, and 
other solists, and an Instrumental Ensemble, co-directed by 
Christine Gevert and John-Arthur Miller
May 4, 2024 at 6 pm Trinity Church, Lakeville, CT
May  5, 2024 at 4 pm Saint James Place, Great Barrington, MA

CRESCENDO – WINNER OF CHORUS AMERICA/ASCAP ALICE PARKER AWARD
Crescendo is dedicated to the performance of music with cultural significance that is of high quality,

is emotionally alive and personally meaningful for its audiences and musicians.
Our innovative programming and historically-informed performance practices distinguish us 
from many music organizations, and we are dedicated to educational outreach–to amateur 

and professional singers, audiences and students.

www.crescendomusic.org

Copyright © Crescendo 2024


